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KJV, (1769 Blayney Edition of the 1611 King James Version of the English Bible
- with Larry Pierce’s Englishman’s-Strong’s Numbering System, ASCII version)
1988-1997 by the Online Bible Foundation and Woodside Fellowship of Ontario,
Canada.

AVD, (Van Dyke Arabic Bible. Copyright (c) 1998-2005, Arabic Bible Outreach
Ministry, P.O. Box 486, Dracut, MA 01826.)

LXX, Septuaginta (LXT) (Old Greek Jewish Scriptures) edited by Alfred Rahlfs,
Copyright © 1935 by the Wiirttembergische Bibelanstalt/ Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft
(German Bible Society), Stuttgart.

WTT, (Codex Leningradensis Hebrew Text. Includes changes as of Westminster
Morph 4.14.)

NFT, PJT, TAR, Samaritan Targum, Peshitta (TAR/TAM Targumim: Aramaic
Old Testament) The Targum material is derived from the Hebrew Union College
CAL (Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon) project. For information, see http: //call.
cn.huc.edu/searching/targum_info.html.
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Khidr’s Testimony to Twelve Imams:

Transmission of Khidr-tradition from Primary
Sources to the Later Hadith Collections

Mohammad Ghandehari !

Abstract

One of the ancient evidences posed by Imami scholars, concerning the
number of Imams, is the testimony of Khidr to the twelve Imams with
the names of all 12 Imams, which is narrated by Kulaynt and some
other traditionalists on the authority of Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Khalid
al-Bargi (274 or 180 AH). Al-Bardi has narrated another version of the
hadith in an extant Chapter (al-ilal) of his famous book, al-Mahasin,
in which full names of Imams are not mentioned. This variation has
casted doubt upon originality of the tradition.

Through studying the chain of transmitters of the Khidr-tradition, this
article aims to show that the origin of the hadith which contains full
names of Imams is the book of the main narrator, Abl Hashim al-Ja‘fari
(261 AH), from where it has been cited in later works such as al-Kafi.

Furthermore, by examining statistically all hadiths in the chapter of al-
‘ilal, this study tries to find the roots behind the differences between
the versions in al-Mahasin and other hadith collections. The study of
the chains of hadiths in al-Mahasin shows that al-‘ilal was originally
the book of al-Bargr’s father, Muhammad b. Khalid, completed later
by al-Bargr. Moreover, it is demonstrated that the textual differences,
find their roots in the methods of hadith compilation of the father and
his son.

Keywords: The Khidr-tradition, Abu Hashim al-Ja‘fari, Muhammad b.
Khalid al-Bargi, Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Barqt, al-Mahasin, hadiths
concerning Twelve Imams, Hadith Transmission

1. Graduate students, University of Tehran (ghandehari@ut.ac.ir).
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Early Zaydi Views of Hadiths about
Twelve Imams:

The case of Abu al-Jarad

Seyyed Muhammad-Reza Lavasani'
Abstract

Some of the Shi'ite hadiths concerning the emergence of Twelve
Imams are transmitted on the authority of non-Twelver Shiis. Abu
al-Jartid (2nd/8th century), for instance, is one of the most important
early Jarlidi-Zaydt figures who has related a report on the authority
of Imam Bagqir (114 AH/ 732 CE), referring to the well-known Luh-
tradition (the Tablet of Fatima in which indication to the twelve
successors is made). This research, first, focuses on the early-Jartidt
doctrine in order to dissect the reasons behind the reliance upon
Jaradr narrators in the ShiT collections. In other words, why Imamit
traditionalists have trusted Jartidt narrations. At the next step, Socio—-
historical accounts of the emergence of the Jartidi sect are considered
to demonstrate that citation such as one by Abu al-Jartid, not only are
justifiable in Imamate tradition, but also narrations of such exemplify
the early Jartdt doctrine about hadiths related to Twelve Imams.

Keywords: Abu al-Jartd (Ztyad b. Mundhir), Jartdis, hadiths concerning
Twelve Imams, Hadith of Tablet, Furat al-Kafi Commentary.

1. Graduate students, Usul al-din University, (reza_lavasani@yahoo.com).
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Authenticity of Traditions Concerning the
Twelve Imams in al-Kafi

Reza Qorbani Zarrin !

Abstract

There are 20 hadiths narrated by Muhammad ibn Ya'qub al-Kulayni
(329 AH/ 941 CE) which indicate to the arrival of twelve Imams as
the successors of the Holy Prophet, recorded in a chapter of al-Kafi
entitled as “What Have Been Narrated about Twelve Imams and
Their Names”. The authenticity of these traditions, however, has
been questioned by some contemporary writers. This study, first,
examine the authenticity of authorship of the whole chapter, by
comparing these 20 hadiths with the parallel narration in Kitab al-
Ghayba by al-Nu‘mant and then, tries to demonstrate that despite
the alleged weakness of some narrators in the chain of these hadiths,
most of these hadiths have been recorded before the beginning of
Occultation period. As a result, even if the weakness of transmitters
is accepted, the content of these narrations cannot be easily rejected
or be taken as falsified or forged.

Keywords: Hadith, al-Kafi, al-Kulaynt, Nu‘mani, Seveners (Waqifa),
Twelve Imames.

1. Ph.D., University of Tehran (ghorbaniz@yahoo.com).
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Criteria of Recognizing True Imams
from Unjust Ones based on Prophetic
Traditions about “Twelve Imams”

Karim Momeni !

Abstract

There are plenty of hadiths, recorded in canonical Sunni sources,
regarding the emergence of two groups of Imams. The first group
are true or righteous Imams or Caliphs and, the second type are
unjust Imams and rulers. Holy Prophet have described different
characteristics of both groups, which helps to distinguish them
from each other. The theme of prophetic hadiths concerning the
first group is a promising one, whereas it turns to deterrent when it
comes to the second group.

This study tries to demonstrate that the characteristics of the
righteous Imams described by the Prophet are historically applicable
to the Twelve Imams of Shrite Islam and are clearly inconsistent with
the known characteristics of most Umayyad and ‘Abbasid caliphs.

Keywords: Prophetic Hadiths, Criteria for Recognizing Imams, righteous
Imams, Unjust Imams.

1. Graduated at Kharij Level (Qum Scientific Seminary and Imamate Center).
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'The Prophet’s Promise about Twelve
Imams in the Sunni Tradition

Ali Kurani Ameli !

Abstract

During his farewell pilgrimage, Holy Prophet announced glad tidings
about his twelve successors. This announcement is reported by
Sunni scholars mainly through three narrators. However, they have
paid attention mostly to one of these reports, which is narrated by
Jabir b. Samura and has some ambiguity at the end. Narrating the
glad tidings of the Twelve Imams, the author tries to challenge the
approaches of Sunni traditionalists. Questionable brevity of Bukhart
and Muslim in narrating this hadith, preferring a child narrator to all
other narrators, and dubious adaption of this Hadith to Umayyad and
‘Abbasid Caliphs are among these challenges.

Keywords: Tidings of Twelve Imams, Jabir b. Samura, Umayyad Dynasty,
‘Abbasid Dynasty, Twelve Imams.

1. Independent researcher in Islamic Thought and History (www.alameli.net).).
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Decoding the Numerical Analogizing

of Imams to the Chieftains (naqib) of

Israelites, in the Prophetic Tradition:
"ka iddat-e nuqaba’-e bani Israel"

Amir Reza Haghighatkhah' / Mohammad Reza Moeini 2

Abstract

This article studies the hadiths analogizing the successors of the Holy
Prophet to the nagjibs (chieftains) of the Children of Israel, apostles of Christ,
months, and eventually aims to highlight the possibility of a wider meaning
beyond the mere numerical equality. The study is going to find an answer
to the inquiry whether Number 12 bears the burden of Simile or there is
another Simile between the Vehicle and the Tenor?

To reply to this question, the position of Chiefs described in Torah and the
etymology of the terms (indicating ‘naqib’) in the Hebrew, Aramaic, Syriac,
and Greek manuscripts have been studied. It is proposed that the semantic
concept of naqib appertains to "divinely chosen”. In this way, it is shown
that “being divinely chosen and appointed by God” can be regarded as the
common characteristic of the two parallel groups.

Due to this study, deeper understanding of numerical analogizing Hadiths
is culminated and the concept of Imam as “being divinely chosen” in Shiite
Thought is greatly strengthened. Furthermore, the fact underlines that the
Hadith of twelve successors after Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is perfectly

matched Shiite Imams.

Keywords: the Number ‘twelve’, nadibs of the Israelites, Selection, Twelve
Imams, Twelve Successors, Numerical Analogy, Ancient Manuscripts of Torah

1. Graduate Student of Religious Studies (haghighatkhah@ut.ac.ir).

2. Undergraduate Student of Arabic Studies, University of Tehran
(moini.m.reza@gmail.com).
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Twelve Imams in Torah:
A New approach to the Ishmael Promise

Hadi Ali-Tagavi, Mohammad Ghandehari,
Mohsen Feizbakhsh '

Abstract

One of the questions concerning Gen 17: 18 and 20 is whether these
verses could be regarded as a promise of the arrival of Muhammad
and the Twelve ShiT Imams. According to Abraham’s prayer for his
son, Ismael (17: 18), and the way in which it was divinely fulfilled (17:
20), it may be claimed that God promised to Abraham that He will
assign “Imamate” to Muhammad and the Twelve Imams, descendants
of Ishmael. This Interpretation is based on the analogy between the
term “Rabbi” in Gen 17: 20 and the concept of “lmam” in ShiT Islam,
as well as some pieces of evidence supporting that Muhammad is the
very referent of “nxn Mnn” (Me’od Me’od). Furthermore, concordance
in etymological study among the names of some of Twelve Shi‘TImams
and those of Ismael’s children in the Gen 25: 1315~ corroborates the
claim.

Keywords: the Ishmael Promise in Genesis 17, Me’od Me’od, Rabbi,
twelve Imams, descendants of Ishmael, Imamate in Torah.

1. Graduate students, University of Tehran (h.taghavi@ut.ac.ir, ghandehari@ut.ac.
ir, feyzbakhsh@ut.ac.ir).
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