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Introduction 5

The answer of Holy Prophet did not know the Qadi is clear and that is: "It
should be known to all that the inner conscience of all the people in all the
circumstances" but in some cases, when God intended some information was
put at his disposal.

From the viewpoint of contents, the discussions are about the contexts and
Astarabadi for showing the testimonies presented by Imam about the inner
conscience of persons and men. Qadi absolute knowledge of the Prophet and
in the face of him replies sometimes in short and sometimes in detail;
sometimes in the form of argumentation and sometimes in a discussion style.
In the begining the discussions were based only on the texts and reasons but
in the continuation a little of impudence came forward and hot words are
exchanged. In their opinion it was a common thing and practiced among the
ulema.

As a whole, there are twelve letters by Mir Yusuf ‘Ali and eleven letters by
Qadi Nurullah. Upto the half of these correspondences, the questions and the
answers are serious but from one moment, Qadi feels that Astarabadi does
not understand his intention and that is why he avoides the continuation of
this correspondence untill Astarabadi’s insistence for continuing the
discussion.

Rasool Ja‘fariyan



4 As’ala-yi-Y usufiya

informations for the knowledge of some of the problems related to the Shiite
history.

discussion i.e. the discussion of Whatever we see in this treatise is the
continuation of a theological Imam in a the knowledge of the Prophet and
field which we have between the dogmatist and traditionist Shiites till the 10th
century A.H. This treatise has got importance from this point that we can
almost discover clearly some of the basic facts which have caused difference of
opinion between these two groups in the Shiite history of thought.

The treatise occured in the form of a discussion As ala-yi-Yusufiya, in fact,
is a scholarly treatise which has between a dogmatic Shiite scholar and a
traditionalist Shiite scholar.

of them represents the traditional Yusuf ‘Ali and Qadi, both lived in India
and in the city of Agra, and one thought and the other dogmatic Shiite
thought.

The original and the initial motive of writing these letters is ‘Al
Astarabadi’s asking a question Mir Yusuf (narrative) mentioned by ‘Allama
Hilli in Tahrir-al-Ahkam-al-Sharya and from Qadi regarding a tradition
Masabih-al-Qulub and its subject matter is Hasan Shi1 Sabzwari (one of the
scholars of 8th century A.H.) in something from Hadrat Fatimah (A.S.). His
question is that was it so that that Hadrat-i-Rasul (S.A.) asks Hadrat-i-Zahra
(A.S.) and her reply that he Hadrat-i-Rasul (S.A.) was not aware of the inner
conscience of "Since Hadrat-i-Rasul (S.A.) knew the inner conscience of all
the people and asked this question from her: specially examination?" Hadrat

Fatimah’s (A.S.), why did he ask Fatimah (A.S.) by way of



Preface

The present work is a very technical and precise scholarly discussion between
two Shiite scholars as the symbol of Shiism and the Shiism inclined towards
exaggeration. On one side is two currents of thought i.e. the moderate Mir
Shushtari. Both of them, during the on the Yusuf ‘Ali Husain1 Astarabadi and
other side Qadi Nurullah decades of 11th century, lived in India and last
mainly in Agra city and decades of 10th century and first two were in such
circumstances that they could have such a written discussion. This collection
of letters, as an has been collected by a third person who has called unique
collection in the religious Shiite literature, Rahim himself s 4> al-Husaini al-
(Khafr1)." ‘Abdur Jafr1 al-Baghdadi. In all the three manuscripts it has been
mentioned as (s 4> (JafiT) but not as (¢ ,ix> (Ja'fari) or

the book The contents of the treatise is mainly discussions on the original
subject of Imam but as the marginal i.e. the knowledge of the Prophet and

notes important historical information is given which are also useful
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