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Shiite geography and Iran opportunities in Shiite territories of Islamic world
Dr. Sayed Abbas Ahmadi
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran
Elham Sadat mousavi
Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran

Abstract

Where are the Shiite areas? Are these areas having special properties? The most of Shiite live in
Middle East and Persian Gulf region. In this region, the majority of this Shiites live in Iran too. 90
percent of 70 million Iranians have Shiite religion; that include more than 40 percent of all Shiites
in the world.

Geographically, Iran located in the core of Shiites territories in the glob. And another Shiites in
periphery like layers are surrounded this core. Regarding the relations between Iran and other
Shiite communities, we can suppose a spatial model of Core and Periphery. That Iran is located in
the core, and the other Shiite communities in the periphery, which included Shiite in Iraq, Bahrain,
Azerbaijan, Lebanon, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Syria, and etc.... So
the Shiite communities in the other parts of the world can be considered as the geopolitical interests
of Iran

Hypothesis of this paper is: "the appropriated opportunities are created by geography of Shiite
territories for Iran" which will be discussed by this paper.

This research has used descriptive-analytic method. The gathered data and information from
documents were analyzed by this methodology. The special geography of Shiite make significant
opportunities for Iran, particular in political, cultural, instructional and tourism context based on
this study result.

Key words: Shiite geography - Shiite - Iran - Influence Sphere - Islamic revolution - Islamic world
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