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James Theodore Bent was said :- " ..... About half way to

the scene of our labours we halted by the ruins of the old Arab
town, Beled-al-Kadim.

This ancient capital, dating from a period prior to the
Portuguese occupation, still presents some interesting ruins.
The old mosque (Mesahad-i-abu-Zeidan), with its two slender
and elegant minarets, so different from the horrible Wahabi
constructions of to-day, forms a conspicuous landmark for ships
approaching the low-lying coasts of these islands. Around the
body of the mosque runs a fine inscription in Kufic letters, and
from the fact that the name of Imam Ali is joined with that of
the Prophet in the profession of faith, we may argue that this
mosque was built during some Persian occupation, and was a



Shiite mosque. The architecture, too, is distinctly Persian,
recalling to us in its details the ruins of Rhey (the Rhages of
Tobit) and of Sultanieh, which we saw in the north of Persia,
and has nothing Arabian about it .

Ruins of houses and buildings surround this mosque, and
here in the open space in the centre of the palm-groves the
Bahreini assemble every Thursday for a market; in fact the place
is generally known now as Suk-el-Khamis, or Thursday's

Market".
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