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Abstract

The Shiites of Afghanistan are of different ethnic origins and
live in different provinces of the country, in some as
concentrated communities and in others as scattered ones, but
mainly in the central part of the country known as Hazarejat.
The Hazariites and Ghezelbashes are the main Shiite tribes
whose language are Farsi and in 1747 helped Ahmad Khan
Abdali in coming to power and took an important part in the
formation of Afghanistan.

Abdalies who are of Pashtun origins and are Hanafi Muslims,
consist of Sedusaies and Mohammadsaies and hold the political
power during that period. The present study reveals the fact that
in order to manipulate the political power exclusively, they tried
to Pashtunized the country; a policy which was supported by
foreign powers present in the region, most notably Britain,
aiming at breaking down any possible national solidarity and
facilitating the spread of British influence in the Indian
subcontinent. Shiites who were culturally very different from
Pashtun rulers (both because of the different religion the held
and the language they spoke), suffered the most during that
period. In addition to exploring and analyzing the role of Shiites
in political developments of Afghanistan during that period,
through a careful investigation in books and documents
available on the subject, the present study tries to show their
role in social reforms which took place in the country and
explain their social, cultural and economic status.
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