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Introduction /7

I- I read the print copy of the work and check-marked the lines
which I found worthy.

2- My selection was made on the basis of poetic standards, such as
appropriateness of the language, and suitability and correctness of the
poetic devices, such as rhyme and rhythms.

3- 1 tried to preserve the logical chain of events in the narrative,
Naturally, I sometimes had to select a few feeble lines to fill the gap.
In such cases, I have done my best to correct these lines with the
minimum alteration of the original. The variant readings are recorded
in the footnotes.

4- As my readings were, in several occasions, different from the
readings of the editors of the print copy, I had to compare my 4234
bayts with the original text of the facsimile copy. I have reported my
variant readings in the footnotes.

5- Many orthographical mistakes have entered the original text by
the carelessness of the scribe. The editors of the print copy have
corrected many of these mistakes. I have marked these corrections
with the asterisk, while I have numbered my own corrections in the
footnotes.

Sayyed Ali Mousavi Garmaroudi
Tehran, April 2011



6 /Bih Guzin-i ‘Ali Namah

in his scholarly introduction to the facsimile copy of ‘Al Namah: “...
as Professor Afshar has pointed out, the copy, in addition to the initial
lacunae, has other lacunae in other places...”’ Then, why not accept
the existence of lacunae in the original copy? And once we accept the
premise, we can safely conclude that a poetaster has tried to supply
the lacunae with his poor and feeble verse, and later scribes have
indiscreetly copied the additions as the work of Rabi*.

The origin of many wrong historical anecdotes and folkloric beliefs
which have been inserted into the accounts of the Jamal and Siffin
wars can be traced to the same poetaster.

The significant difference that exists between some lines and others
in ‘AlT Namah have convinced me that the lines belong to two
different poets. Some of them are well-structured and strong, even
“praiseworthy”, while others are poor and feeble in many ways. These
latter comprise around two third of the work. Therefore, if the two-
third “feeble” portion can be taken out, the literary character of the
work will manifest itself. This is exactly what I have tried to do,
which has not been an easy job. Taking out two third of a story while
preserving the chain of events in the narrative proved formidable, but
rewarding at the end.

‘Alt Namah is significant in two ways: first, the historical character
of the work is more prominent and serious than that of other available
Shi’it versified religious narratives; and second, the language of
‘Alt Namah, which was written in 482/1089, i.e. 50 years after the
death of Ferdowsi, is naturally very close to that of Shah Namah,
while others seem to be artistic imitations of it at best.

I have tried to select the lines methodically. ‘Alf Namah has 11220
bayts. 1 have selected 4234 bayts, nearly amounting to one third of the
work, following 5 steps in my selection:

1. Dr. Omidsalar’s “Considerations on the Manuscript Copy of ‘Alif Namah”, in the
introduction to the facsimile copy, Miras Maktoob Research Center, Tehran, 1388,
p. 80.



Introduction

The Persian narrative poetry can, in one respect, be categorized into
lyrical, wisdom, mystical, and epic works. Shah Namah stands at the
zenith of the Persian epic poetry. Poets have always aspired to it,
never reaching even the skirts of this monumental work. A great many
of these poets have tried to apply Shah Namah’s example to religious
subjects. The oldest work in this tradition is ‘Ali Namah written in
482/1089 by a poet nicknamed Rabi‘. Let’s find out how artistically
the poet has been able to imitate Shahnamabh.

Dr. Shafi‘i Kadkani has remarked: “Ignoring the numerous
mistakes of the scribe and the weaknesses which might be attributed
to the reciter, we can find many good lines in Rabi‘s work. Out of the
11 to 12 thousand bayts in the whole work, around 2 to 3 thousand
bayts are quotable, even praiseworthy.”"

The manuscript copy of the work, as it has come down to us, in
addition to the “2 or 3 thousand quotable, and even praiseworthy
bayts” (which I believe can safely be increased to 4 thousands), has
many poor and feeble lines. These lines are so weak that can easily be
attributed to another, lesser poet.

A copy of ‘Ali Namah by the original poet, Rab1‘, might have been
in the hands of a scribe other than the scribe of our manuscript
(Muhammad b. Mas‘tid al-Mugaddam al-TustarT) with various lacunae
and defects. Ira) Afshar and Dr. Omidsalar have even pointed out the
possibility of lacunae in the available copy, as Dr. Omidsalar remarks

1. Dr. Shafi‘i Kadkani’s introduction to the facsimile copy of ‘Aff Namah, p.33.






In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merc?fui\\t*;’—"

Oceans of Iranian and Islamic culture lie in manuscript form. These“'
manuscripts are not only the record of the achievements of our nation’s
great scholars, theyare also testimonials to our unique national identity. It
is, therefore, the duty of every generation of Iranians to protect and
celebrate this priceless heritage and to spare no effort in restoring these
records on which all studies of Iran's history and culture depend.

Many efforts towards better identification, study, and preservation of
our country's manuscript collections have been launched. In spite of these
efforts, and despite the fact that hundreds of books and treatises that deal
with this important area of learning have been published, much remains
undone. Thousands of books and treatises either linger as unidentified
codices in Iranian and foreign libraries, or await publication. Others,
although previously published, exist in unsatisfactor.y editions and need to
be re-edited according to modern scholarly standards.

It is the duty of scholars and cultural organizations to undertake the
important tasks of restoring and publishing these manuscripts. The
Written Heritage Publication Center was established in 1993 in order to
achieve this important cultural objective with the purpose of supporting
the efforts of scholars, editors, and publishers who work in this field of
learning. We hope that by suppoting scholarly work in this area, we can
help make an essential collection of scholarly texts and sources available to
the scholarly community that is engaged in the study of Iran's Islamic

culture and civilization.

The Written Heritage Research Centre (Miras-e Maktoob)
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