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Khums, the Financial Right of the Authority of Imamate*

Abstract

According to a widely held opinion, and based on verse £} of Surah al-Anfal, Khums is divided into six portions.
The three parts meant for Allah, the Holy Prophet and his nearest relatives, go to the Prophet himself (S), after
him they belong to the Infallible Imam (AS) and in his absence, they will be given to a qualified Mujtahid so that
they may be spent for such purpose that best pleases Allah and the Imam of Age (AJ). The other three portions
belong to poor sayyids or those sayyids who are stranded without money. There is a viewpoint which says that
khums is the exclusive right of the authority of imamate. That is to say, in the time of the Messenger of Allah,
Khums is placed at the disposal of the Prophet himself and after him, it belongs to the authority of imamate. That
is to say, the Imam will have the right to use it for the benefit of Muslim umma. However, in his absence, Khums
is placed at the discretion of Wali-e Amri.e. a qualified jurisprudent. The sayyids are also considered to be their
family in the sense that their needs should be met from religious dues. This article seeks to study, explain and
strengthen this opinion.

Keywords: authority of imamate, exclusive right, ruler, Khums, family.
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