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Name: Imam Hasan Centre

Established: Ramadan 2004

Location: Annangrove

Type: Islamic Centre - Mehfil

Director/Founder: Hajj ‘Abbas “Ali

Attendance: Pakistani, Afghan, Iranian and Lebanese

Activities: Du‘a Kumayl on Thursday night followed by Ziyarah
‘Ashiira’, Qur’an lessons for youth in English, Urdu and Afghani,
there are classes for children in jurisprudence, Shi’ite Ideology and
Arabic language. Special Ramadian programs, especially on the
birthday of Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba (a.s.) [15™ of Ramadan] which
is the inauguration anniversary and graduation day for students
of Islamic classes. Despite being relatively distant from other
communities it has very good relations with all Islamic centres and
with the local government. It is established on a large block of land,
with many rooms and halls, and abundant parking.

Address: 165 Annangrove Rd, Annangrove, NSW 2156

Phone: +61 2 96890855

Email: imamhasancentre.com.au
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Name: al-Zahra Islamic Association + al-Zahra Mosque
Established: 1980
Location: Arncliffe
Type: Mosque
Director/Founder: Seyid Hashim Nasrullah
Attendance: Lebanese, Iraqi and most of Shi'ite Communities
Language: Arabic, English
Activities: Weekly programs throughout the year, like Du‘a Tawasul,
Du‘d Kumayl followed by Ziyirah Imam Husain (a.s.), Friday
Prayers, upholding all commemoration/celebration events, social
activities. Fitiha programs for people who pass away in Australia
or in other countries. The mosque has very good ties with all other
communities.

Address: 3-5 Wollongong Rd. Arncliffe, NSW 2205
Contact: Hajj Hasan Bazzi - 0411296773
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Name: al-Zahra (a.s.) Mughtasal
Established: 2003
Director/Founder: Hajj Ahmad Husain (Aba “Al1)
Description: Located within the establishment of al-Zahra Mosque,

this facility is used for the ritual bathing of Muslims who pass away,
along with facilitating for other funeral and burial preparations.
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Name: al-Zahra (a.s.) College
Established: 1998
Director/Founder: Ahmad Muqashshar

Address: 1 Wollongong Rd Arncliffe NSW, 2205
Contact: (02) 80218153
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Name: Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) Islamic Centre
Established: 1996
Location: Auburn
Type: Islamic Centre
Director/Founder: Sh. Muhammad N3ji al-Simyini, the late Sh.
‘Abd al-Jabbar Shararah and with the help of the others such as Dr.
Muhammad Tahi Alsalami.
Attendance: Iraqis, Afghans
Language: Arabic, English
Scholar/s: Sh. Muhammad al-Simyani. Sh. Haidar al-Simyani
Activities: Friday Prayers, Du‘a Kumayl, commemorating and
celebrating all events related to Ahlul Bayt (a.s.). Regular Majalis and
Fatihas. is uphold in this centre along with other centres. Islamic
school for children and youth that teaches Arabic Qur’an and figh.
The management of the centre is run by Abia ‘Adnin and Abu
Anmar.
Address: 29 Queen St, Auburn NSW 2144
Phone: Hajj Kamil Alhamid - 0426642681
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Name: Imam al-Sajjad Association

Established: 1995

Location: Auburn

Type: Large residential house changed into a Musalla, managed by
Hajj Salah al-Qarnawi.

Scholar/s: Sh. Muhammad al-Rumayyed, Sh. Aba Du‘a, Mulla
Ahmad al-Khiqani, etc.

Attendance: Iraqis, other Arab nationalities, etc.

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: Regular nightly congregation prayers, conducting
all commemoration/celebration events, Weekly Du‘a programs,
English activities and classes for youth.

Address: 180 Chisholm Rd, Auburn, NSW 2144

Contact: (02) 9702 1536, 0420 714 701

Email: sqrnawi@hotmail.com
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Name: Australian Afghan Hassanian Youth Association
Established: 2006

Location: Auburn

Director/Founder: Seyid Golbahar Karimi

Scholar/s: Seyid Hasan al-Mudaresi in English and Persian, al-Hajj
‘Ali Khalfin in English and Seyid Quraishi in Persian.
Attendance: Afghans, Iranian, Pakistani, Iraqis, Lebanese
Language: Dari and English

Activities: All the commemoration/celebration events, social
programs, sports, art activities, and Qur’an lessons. Good relation
with all communities, Muslim and non-Muslim.

Address: 44A Macquarie Road Auburn, NSW 2144

Contact: 0421 567 397

Email: aahya@aahya.org.au
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Name: Mu’assasah Thaqafiyyah

Established: 1996

Location: Auburn

Director/Founder: Hamid al-Darraji (Aba Fatimah al- Darraji)
Activities: Library for public use, politic newspaper, cultural
activities, Muharram programs and providing Iftir in Ramadan.
Contact: 0470778000/ (02) 96437555

Email: assiyasah@yahoo.com
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Name: Husainiyah Wilayah Ali (a.s.) and Mawkib Wilayah
Ali (a.s.).
Established: 2016
Location: Auburn
Director/Founder: Hajj Husain al-Delaimi
Activities: Celebrating and commemorating events of Ahlul Bayt
(a.s.), weekly activties. Youth group run by Samir al-Labban, Ali al-
Delaimi, Ahmad Breisam and other active brothers.
Address: 43 Mona st. Auburn, NSW 2144
Contact: 0451836660, 0402285540
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Name: Al-Rasul al-A"zam (s.a.w.) Mosque

Established: 2002

Location: Bankstown

Type: Mosque

Director/Founder: Ayatullah Sh. Muhammad Husain Alansari
Attendance: Iragts, Lebanese, Iranian, Afghan, Pakistani and other
nationalities.

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: Daily congregation prayers throughout the year, weekly
Dua programs, Eid prayers, commemoration/celebration events
and educational programs in English and special programs for
Ramadhan and Muharram. Organising the yearly 10 of Muharram
procession in the city. Good ties with other communities and
Australian government.

Contact: 0468410486

Website: www.alansaree.info
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Name: The Supreme Islamic Shi’ite Council - Australia
Established: 2002

Location: Banksia

Type: Centre, Husainiyah and public library.

Director/Founder: Sheikh Kamal Musalmani

Attendance: Lebanese and other communities

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: Catering for the affairs of Shi’a Muslims in Australia,
holding religious programs, educational programs. Very good
relations with other organisations, communities and government
officials.

Address: 318 Princes Hwy Banksia 2216

Contact: 0295971774, 0405323595

Fax: 0295971774
Email: info@shiitecouncil.org.au
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Name: Almahdi Mosque and Islamic Centre
Established: 1999

Location: Campbelltown

Type: Mosque

Director/Founder: Almahdi Cultural Association Inc
Scholar/s: Sheikh Abu Bager and Sheikh Jehad Ismail
Language: Arabic, Dari, English

Activities: Friday night youth program, Quran classes, kids Islamic
classes.

Address: 9 Watsford Rd. Campbelltown, NSW, 2560
Contact: 0410 427 162

Website: www.almahdiyouth.org

Email: ziakabir@hotmail.com
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Name: al-Ghadir Youth Association
Established: 2012
Director/Founder: Hajj Hasanain al-Selemi
Attendance: Iraqis and Lebanese
Activities: Conducting all religious programs and activities, youth
programs, play group, nasheed group, etc.
Address: 9 Watsford Rd, Campbelltown, NSW
Contact: 0490368270
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Name: Husainiyah Abdullah al-Radhee’ (a.s.)
Established: 2014
Location: Casula
Type: Husainiyah in a home
Director/Founder: Hajj Ali Aljubouri [Abu Husain]
Attendance: Iraqis
Language: Arabic
Activities: Majalis and celebrations on major occasions.

Address: 5 Mackellar St. Casula, NSW, 2170
Contact: 0406620030
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Name: Husainiyah al-Seyida Khadijah (a.s.)

Established: 2010

Location: Chipping Norton

Type: Husainiyah

Attendance: Iraqi and Lebanese

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: Programs of commemoration/celebration events, weekly
Dua programs, Qur’an classes.

Address: 9/18 Alfred Rd Chipping Norton

Contact: 0450332066

Yl (iate) G| pLY S0

VA9V uenls

d99,] 1oL

Ol 9 O, eoale) B 8 Ol polndl 9 B3al) LB (e Byle 8,8 Aok : il
Lalall 9 48 dadw) Sl S diSe dorgi Jsiudl plol) S 5
Ay &l 9 Aoyl (el dllly

SA) Hgate 55U i) 1 grachl/ s 340

Lo )W 5 dy5ulen)) b)) dad

sLio| 9 dsaadl 8o slygile 83ly) g dmasdl JLJ § JoseS eleo £515 sl i
4adll § gugrd Oluany ;b JU sluol 5 O1=Y1 5 21,881 s Al Olwlill
3 o ymll dysloal sl @ Oltl) 0T, & ol @ (u9)0 sl Budnll 5
el dolow 50 odwl (pYd) dils) Gauadl plall 55,4 Guawdbl O) oy
oty S il 4 g Olgicw Sas B O] Jf S $3) GLA) H5aie
b8 Cowd 5 ddlodl pyosd dslozr ¥l 9 bl Slousdly pLAN 9 5.5 4 1o
Ol Jeazmy 35,01 J13Y Ol Bl 05w e 08,00 9 4l o)l ddled! (Lo B paonia
55 bl Lo Basll geal 481




60 Wil § deadadl dumetdl 3S1LAT JJs 1

Name: Imam Husain Islamic Centre

Established: 1997

Location: Earlwood

Type: Islamic Centre

Director/Founder: Sh. Dr. Mansour Leghaei

Language: English, Persian

Activities: Variety of weekly programs, like Du‘a Kumayl followed
by Ziyarah ‘Ashara’, Friday Prayers, upholding commemoration/
celebration events, special Ramadan and Muharram programs.
Regular classes for the youth in figh, theology and Qur’an, and in
Arabic, English and Persian languages. The founder of the centre
was Sh. Dr. Mansour Leghaei who has returned back to L.R. Iran, but
his works and what he has established continues to greatly benefit all
Shi‘ah Muslims in Australia.

Address: 6 Lang Rd Earlwood NSW 2206

Contact: (02) 95581114

Website: www.ihic.org.au

Email: Info@ihic.org.au
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Name: Husainiyah Imam al-Hasan al-‘Askari (a.s.)
Established: 2000

Location: Fairfield

Type: Husainiyah in residential house.

Director/Founder: Dr. Mohammad Tahi Alsalami

Scholar/s: Sh. Aba Rida al-Salami

Language: Arabic

Activities: Weekly Tuesday night program throughout the year,
starting with Qur’an recitation, Du‘d Tawassul, followed by
commemoration or celebration program for the particular events in
remembrance of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.). Majlis of Imam Husain (a.s.) from
1" to 20" in the sacred month of Muharram.

Address: 1A Hampton st, Fairfield NSW 2165

Contact: 0416214035

Email: drmalsalami@yahoo.com.au
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Name: Husainiyah Um al-Banin (a.s.)

Established: 2012

Location: Fairfield

Type: Rental Hall

Director/Founder: Abi Ayit al-Qurashi

Attendance: Iraqi and Lebanese

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: Upholding all religious and social programs. Classes
in Figh and Qur’in and all commemoration/celebration events.
Education programs for youth in Arabic and English, like teaching
Arabic, Figh, Shi’ah theology and morals.

Address: 361 The Horsely Drive Fairfield NSW 2165

Contact: 0432613335

Email: sahib17@yahoo.com

(U ade) Sngdl oLl S e

Yool guwls

ALid 5 O

dae 1ol

obISII dobols 5l 1 gtucl/ 3!

GShe 1ygasdl

Loyl ettt 30

Buse A3V LS 9 sLieal 0 ,SI) O ) ot 9 digol)) Sliawlih) AolB] sneal )

S5 Ol gs



w Wikl G duadladl dumedd! 3S1LH Judo 63

Name: Imam al-Mahdi (a.t.f) Centre

Established: 2009

Location: Fairfield

Type: Husainiyah — ex-warehouse

Director/Founder: Abu Fatimah al-Kadhimi

Attendance: Iraqis

Language: Arabic

Activities: Holding events of commemoration and celebration,
Qur’an classes for children and adults. Very good relations with
other communities.

Address: 114 Fairfield St. Fairfield, NSW, 2165

Contact: 0432011760
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Name: Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) Radio Station

Established: 2006

Director/Founder: Hajj ‘Abd al-Khailiq al-Hamdi (Aba Ghaith)
Address: 2/275 The Boulevard Fairfield Heights NSW 2165
Contact: 0411 395 153

Email: info@ahlulbait.org.au

Website: www.ahlulbait.org.au
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Name: Muhammadi Welfare Association
Established: 1989
Location: Granville
Type: Community hall and public prayer building used for multiple
religious purposes.
Director/Founder: Athar Zaidi
Language: Urdu and English
Activities: Facilitates for the conducting of regular religious
programs and Majalis of commemoration/celebration. Nightly
programs throughout the holy month of Ramadhan and also
throughout Muharram and Safar.
Address: 419 Blaxcell St Cnr Rawson Rd, Granville NSW
Contact: 0423 776 351
Email: azaidi@bigpond.com

Website: www.muhammadiwelfare.org.au
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Name: Nabi Akram Islamic Centre

Established: 1999

Location: Granville

Type: Islamic Centre

Directot/Founder: An Elected Management Committee
Scholar/s: Sheikh Zaid Alsalami, Sh. Hamed Waqar, Sheikh
Nasrullah Sarabi, Hajj Ali Khalfan, Dr. Hossein Javaheri and others.
Language: Dari, Persian and English

Activities: All Islamic occasion mainly Muharam & Ramadin,
weekly Dua programs, Quran and Islamic classes in Farsi and English.
Regular lectures and classes on Friday nights throughout the year,
Hawza classes in English every Sunday morning. Organizing regular
camps and cruises for the youth and families. Inviting religious

scholars from overseas. Farsi school on Saturday mornings 160
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students (Maktab Shahid Shoa) and Monday evening 120 students
(Maktab Shahid Balkhi). Publishing a monthly newspaper in Farsi
and English (Binesh).

Address: 36 Cowper st, Granville, NSW, 2142

Contact: (02) 8677 9609

Email: info@nabiakram.org.au

Website: www.nabiakram.org.au
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Name: Imam Ali Islamic Centre

Established: 2009
Location: Kemps Creek

Type: Islamic Centre

Founder: Sheikh Idrees ul Hassan

Scholar/s: Sheikh Idrees ul Hassan & Seyid Amjad Hussein Zaidi
Language: Hazaragi, Urdu and English

Activities: Weekly lectures, Dua Kumail, Sunday school, programs
on major events, and special programs during Muharram and
Ramadhan.

Address: 1247 Mamre rd. Kemps Creek, NSW, 2178

Contact: 0433498786

Email: hnrahimis55@yahoo.com
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Name: Masjid Arrahman

Established: 2009

Location: Kingsgrove

Type: Mosque

Director/Founder: Al Mabarrat Benevolent Society

Scholar/s: Sh. Youssef Nabha

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: English lectures every Friday and Saturday night after
Mughrib prayer, jum’a prayers and sermon, Dua Kumayl after
Maghrib and Isha prayers every Thursday, Scouts, mawlids, majalis,
Women’s Group, Choir.

Address: 20 Garema Circuit, Kingsgrove

Contact: (02)97589977

Email: office@masjidarrahman.com.au
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Name: Al-Jaafaria Shia Islamic Centre

Established: 1991

Location: Kogarah

Type: Centre

Director/Founder: Late Sh. Fahad Mehdi, Haj Abu Abdallah
Alkazemi, Haj Abu Ammar Khalaf

Scholaz/s: Seyid Hadi Mudarrisi. Sh. Muhammad Mehdi.
Language: Arabic, English

Activities: Weekly lectures and weekly dua programs, Imam Mahdi
Saturday School, regular Majalis on all occasions, camps, youth
programs.

Address: 60A Gray Street, Kogarah, NSW, 2217

Contact: 0405416136

Website: www.al-jaafaria.org.au

Email: info@aljaafaria.org.au
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Name: Husainiyah Fatima al-Zahra (a.s.)
Established: 2012
Location: Moorebank
Type: Husainiyah in a council hall.
Director/Founder: Muhannad Nu’man al-Habib, Abu Ali
Attendance: Iraqgis, Lebanese and Iranian
Language: Arabic
Activities: Regular lectures and programs
Address: 3 Swain St. Moorebank, NSW, 2170
Contact: 0450390083
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Name: Husainiyah Imam Hasan (a.s.)
Established: 2000

Location: Prestons

Type: Husainiyah

Activities: Majalis and weekly programs
Address: 13/46-48 Jedda Rd Prestons
Contact: 0433557249, 0421100409
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Name: Husainiyah Ibn al-Rida al-Imam Muhammad al-
Jawad (a.s.)

Established: 2009

Location: Roselands

Type: Residential house

Activities: Holding Dua programs and Majilis of Imam Husain
(a.s) on Friday Nights.

Address: 32 Dreadnaught St, Roselands, Sydney NSW

Contact: 0411 395 153

Email: ahamdy2000@hotmail.com
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Name: Bellfield College

Established: 2008

Location: Rossmore

Type: Primary and Secondary Islamic School

Address: 29/31 Rossmore Avenue (West), Rossmore NSW 2557
Contact: (02) 96062666

Website: www.bellfield.nsw.edu.au
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Name: Imam al-Rida (a.s.) Mosque

Established: 2005

Location: St. Marys

Type: Mosque

Language: Arabic, English

Activities: Open for all prayer hours, Weekly Du‘a programs, Friday
Prayers, Saturday Night English Program, meeting the needs of the
growing Shia community in Western Sydney by providing access
to various religious, social, cultural and educational programs.
Educational programs for children and youth, religious guidance,
educational material via website, cooperating with the local
community.

Address: 14 Forthon Place, St Marys NSW 2760

Contact: (02) 8678 4596

Website: www.al-rida.net
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Name: Husainiyah Al Yasin

Established: 2013

Location: Yagoona

Type: Husainiyah, previously used as a factory, it has two levels for
men and women.

Director/Founder: Hajj ‘Ali Abu Raihiana, representing Ayatullah
Seyid Sadiq al-Shirazi

Scholar/s: Ayatullah Seyid Hadi al-Mudaresi, Seyid ‘Ali Asghar al-
Mudaresi, Seyid Mahdi Hadi al-Mudaresi, etc.

Attendance: Iraqis, [ranian, Afghan, etc.

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: Conducting important social and religious rituals,
commemoration/celebration events, Qur‘an classes for children
aged 6-12, Islamic belief classes for girls and boys. Major Muharram
and Ramadan programs.

Address: 93 Carlingford St. Sefton, NSW, 2152

Contact: 0433 327 039

Website: www.h-aleyassin.com
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Name: Mu’assasah Kumayl al-Ijtima‘iyyah
Established: 2004
Location: St Marys
Director/Founder: Riyad ‘Izz al-Din, Taha al-Rufa‘i, Muhammad
al-Mawil, Habib al-Hilfi, Qays al-Mawil
Activities: Commemoration/celebration events of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.),

Arabic classes every Saturday.
Address: St Marys, NSW, 2760
Contact: 0470 364 471

el Ol S

dagd :HLI

09> 93l 1 95uchl/ uw 5!

dle) ol ploy) 8,103 9 JsaS eleuS LoVl s & 9w proli 1ol
o) ol Olimslin sbuo] sl )Y AL IS st led dosmazd! L4 (pYud!
2l 9 (Ml dide) sl ol3nll AaBY ol ol pyoma ot § (p3ad! ppels)
ol g 3YMI s 9 AT, pwsyd Wylabl Oloas) y4i




vo Wil § Lol dgmedd] SSIU Jolo 75

Name: al-Ghadir Youth Centre

Location: Leumeah

Director/Founder: Aba Khaldin

Activities: Weekly supplications and jama‘ah  prayers,
commemoration/celebration events of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) in Muharram
and Ramadin, Arabic and Qur’an classes for chidren and youth.
Address: 2/5 Hollylea Rd. Leumeah, NSW, 2560

Contact: 0490368670
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Name: Husayniyyah al-Nabi al-Akram (s.a.w.)

Location: Greenacre

Type: Husayniyyah

Director/Founder: Majid Elhamnia, Alaa Alrubai (Abu Jihad)
Activities: Commemoration/celebration events of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.).
Address: 6 Rosedale Ave. Greenacres, NSW, 2190

Contact: 0433190477

Email: majidelhami@yahoo.com.au
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Name: Imam Rida Mosque Cringila
Established: 2001
Location: Wollongong
Type: Mosque
Director/Founder: Hussein Hijazi
Scholar/s: Sayed Fadel Elsayed
Language: Arabic, English and Persian
Activities: Weekly Arabic & English Lessons, Weekend Arabic
School, Quran lessons, Figh, Islamic camps.

Address: 9 Auburn Pde Cringila, Wollongong, NSW, 2502
Contact: Fadel Elsayed - 0415249344
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Name: al-Hadi Welfare Association of Australia
Established: 1998
Location: Canberra
Director/Founder: Iftikhar Haider, Hajj Mehdi Fakhruddin
Language: English, Persian, Arabic and Urdu
Activities: All Shi’a occasions. Dua Kumayl every Thursday after
Maghrib.
Address: 1 Hyland Place Wanniassa 2903 ACT
Contact: 0418 428 668
Email: info@al-haadi.com
Website: www.al-haadi.com
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Name: Imam Ali Association of Canberra

Established: 2011

Location: Banks

Type: Husainiyah in a house

Director/Founder: Rifat Mohsin

Language: English and Urdu

Activities: Muharram and Ramadhan programs, Visits from
scholars, Celebration and commemorations of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.)
Address: 12 Paperbark Street, Banks

Contact: 0450471901

Email: zainmohsini2@hotmail.com
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Name: Imam Hasan Centre Canberra

Established: 2016

Location: Chiefly

Type: Leased from ACT Govt.

Director/Founder: Ali Abidi President, Sahar Abbas Vice president
Language: English and Urdu

Activities: Weekly programs, weekend Madrasah for children,
Muharram and Ramadan programs, Visits from scholars, Celebration
and commemorations of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.).

Contact: 0422898867

Email: ali.abidii@yahoo.com & info@ihcc.org.au

Website: www.ihcc.org.au
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Al Zahra Islamic Centre 11/75 Elm Park Drive, Hoppers
Crossing, VIC,
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Name: Husainiyah Bayt al-Husain (a.s.)

Established: 2002

Location: Dallas

Director/Founder: Management committee

Activities: Tuesday nights: Programs in Persian, Friday nights:
Programs in Arabic. Majilis of Imaam Husain (a.s.) specially in
Muharram. Teaching Qur’an and weekly and monthly supplications.
Special programs during Ramadan, lectures and competitions, with
special focus on the youth.

Address: 44 Mildura Cres Dallas VIC 3047

Contact: o415 854 712

Email: bait-alhussein@yahoo.com

Website: www.bait-alhussein.com
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Name: Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) Mosque and Husainiyah
Established: 2000

Location: Shepparton

Type: Mosque

Director/Founder: Seyid Ghazi al-Muqutar al-Hussaini

Activities: Regular weekly programs, especially during the holy
month of Ramadan all the ritual events especially in Muharram
and. Also special attention to the youth and their needs, teaching
Qur’an and Islamic/Shr’ite Ideology by scholars in both language
Arabic and English.

Address: 4 Grant crt. Shepparton

Contact: 0413 960 008

Website: www.imamkazimmosque.com
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Name: Bayt al-Zahra (a.s.)

Established: 2013

Location: Shepparton

Type: Women’s Husainiyah in a house
Director/Founder: ‘Isam Sulaiman

Language: Arabic

Activities: Majalis, Dua programs, programs on various events for
Ahlul Bayt (a.s.).

Address: 95 Poplar Ave. Shepparton, VIC, 3630
Contact: 0424744460

Email: essamsulaiman@gmail.com
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Name: Imam °‘Ali Centre

Established: Mid 1990s

Location: Fawkner

Director/Founder: Group of believers

Scholars: Late Sh. Jafar al-Baqiri, Seyid Abdul-Razzaq al-Musawi,
Seyid Abu Abdullah, Seyid Alawi Sharaf al-Bahrani, and others.
Language: Arabic/English

Attendance: Various Nationalities

Activities: Variety of religious and social educational programs,
classes for different ages, regular Majalis on all occasions, and daily
and weekly programs.

Address: 92-104 Lowson St, Fawkner VIC 3060

Contact: 0478 300 433, 0431 169 656

Email: imamalii4@hotmail.com
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Name: Panjtan Society of Victoria

Established: 1989

Location: St Albans

Director/Founder: Management Committee

Scholar/s: Seyid Abu al-Qasim Rizwi, Sh. Kumail Mahdavi
Attendance: Hindi, Pakistani, African, Afghans and Singaporeans
Language: Urdu and English

Activities: Regular congregation prayers, Friday Prayers, Salah al-
Fajr on Sunday mornings, weekly Du‘d programs. Tafsir Qur’an
programs with all commemoration/celebration events. Islamic
classes studies for children. Special programs during the holy month
of Ramadan and Muharram. Sports activities and short trips for
youth. Marriage counselling.

Address: 21-23 Adelaide Street, St Albans VIC 3021

Email: info@panjtan.org.au

Website: www.panjtan.org.au
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Name: Australian Shia Muslim Assembly/Imam Hassan
Islamic Centre

Established: 2006

Location: Epping

Type: Islamic Centre & Husainiyah

Director/Founder: Hamed Hamdy, Sadek Almousawi and Akeel
Al-Sherif

Scholar/s: A variety of scholars and reciters - local and international.
Language: Arabic and English.

Attendance: Iraqi and Lebanese

Activities: Daily congregational prayers, holding variety of religious
and social educational programs, classes for different ages, regular
Majalis on all occasions, and daily and weekly programs.

Address: 21 Railway rd. Epping, VIC, 3076
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Contact: Hamed Hamdy: 0411300984, Akeel Al-Sherif: 0402386060
Email: akeelalsherif@yahoo.com
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Name: Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) Mosque
Established: 2015
Location: Reservoir, VIC
Type: Mosque
Director/Founder: Australian Shia Gathering Place Organisation
Attendance: Different
Language: Arabic, English
Scholar/s: Variety of local scholars
Activities: Daily Jama’ah prayer, commemorating and celebrating
all events related to Ahlul Bayt (a.s.), teaching of Qur’an, Figh
and Islamic belief, social activities, and other programs the wider

growing community needs.
Address: 223 Broadhurst Ave. Reservoir, VIC, 3073
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Name: Islamic Shia Council of Queensland
Established: 2013
Location: Underwood
Type: Ex-warehouse converted to an Islamic Centre
Director/Founders: Seyid Issa Taqavi, Dr Imran Ali, Abu Ali Al
Jassamy, Abdulkareem Alsultan, Awn Ali Lakhani.
Scholar/s: Sayid Sibtain Kazmi
Attendance: Wide variety of different nationalities.
Language: English
Activities: Daily congregation prayers, Friday prayers, weekly
lectures, commemorating and celebrating Islamic events, Islamic
classes, washing and burial preparations.
Address: 50 Parramatta Road Underwood QLD 4119
Contact: 0416986207
Email: info@iscq.org
Website: www.iscq.org
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Name: Husainiyah al-Rasul al-A‘zam
Established: 2001
Type: Husainiyah
Director/Founder: Husain al-H#’iri (Abu Mujtaba)
Attendance: Iraqis, Afghans and Iranian
Language: Arabic, Persian and English
Activities: Programs for all the commemoration/celebration events
of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.). Regular weekly Du‘a programs with Du‘a
Tawasul on Tusday and Du‘d Kumayl and Ziyarah ‘Ashiira’ on
Thursday. Islamic and Qur’an classes on Saturdays. Good ties with
all communities.
Address: 2 Pedder Crs Regency Park, SA 5095
Contacts: 0435926887, 0401353382
Email: info@alrasool.com.au
Website: www.alrasool.com.au
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Name: Imam °Ali (a.s.) Mosque and Islamic Centre of
South Australia

Established: 2009

Type: Mosque

Director/Founder: Sh. Dahi ‘Ali Tawasuli

Attendance: Iraqis and Afghans

Language: Dari, Persian, Arabic and English

Activities: Daily prayers, programs of commemoration/celebration
events of Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.). Mughtasal for washing those who pass
away. Good relation with the communities.

Address: 27 Langford St Pooraka, SA 5096

Contact: 042077347, (08) 8162 5215

Email: info@imamalimosque.org.au
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Name: al-Thaqalain Islamic Centre
Established: 2005
Type: Rented hall
Director/Founder: Fiyeq ‘Abbud
Attendance: Iraqis
Language: Arabic
Activities: Regular lectures and Islamic programs

Address: Care of: 73A Durham Tee, Ferryden Park, SA, soio
Contact: 0431139096
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Name: Playford College

Established: 2014

Location: Elizabeth, SA

Type: Primary School

Director/Founder: Group of devoted followers of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.)
Scholar/s: Sh. Idris Ul Hassan

Activities: A primary school from Reception to year 7, which started
its first year in 2017 with 85 students. Open for children from all
background and is not limited to a specific group. The illumination
department which teaches the faith, knowledge and ideology of
Ahlul Bayt as is headed by Sheikh Idrees Ul Hassan.

Address: 24 Durrington Road, Elizabeth, SA 5112

Contact: 08 82523044

Email: admin@playfordcollege.sa.edu.au

Website: www.playfordcollege.sa.edu.au
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Name: Ahlulbayt Community of Western Australia
Established: 2013
Director/Founder: Raza Bindahneem, Sayed Sadiq Allami, Hussain
Ali Nasser (executive members: Narges Mohebbee, Baha Jasem.
Language: English, Arabic, Farsi, Urdu
Activities: Thursday night gatherings, programs on major occasions,
commemorations and celebrations.
Address: 32 Dulwich St. Bennett Springs, Perth, 6063
Contact: 0410623313
Website: www.ahlulbaytcommunity.org
Email: admin@ahlulbaytcommunity.org
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Name: Fadeck Cultural Centre

Established: 2011

Location: West Swan

Type: Islamic Centre & Husainiyah

Directotr/Founder: Fadeck Cultural Centre

Scholar/s: Sheikh Hussain al-Shatri [Abu Hajar|, Ahmad Alzaiady

Language: Arabic and English

Activities: Regular programs, Congregation Prayers, Majalis and
celebrations, classes, and other activities.

Address: 105 Middle Swan Road, West Swan, WA 6055

Contact: Sheikh Hussain: 0402087685, Adnan Aljibari: 0406767316
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Name: Al-Zahra Women & Children Association Inc
Established: 2013

Location: Beechboro

Type: Islamic Organisation

Founders: Sr. Aaliyah Nguyen, Sr. Eva Luoise Hogenkamp, Sr. Lily
Abdullah

Language: English

Activities: Islamic Centre and school for women and children,
charity organization for reverts, orphanages, under-privileged and
homeless.

Contact: Ph: (08) 93783730, Fax: (08) 92798892

Address: PO Box 268 Mirrabooka, WA, 6941

Email: alzahracentre@outlook.com

OLdYI 855U o maz 1 gruall Gua bl
Ay )1 el ds)
B398l Lea¥l 5 dslonddl 830 Ao} 9 duyull Olewlik] B80S clio] spnal !

Name: Nabuwat Association

Established: 2004

Location: Malaga

Type: Husainiyah in a house
Director/Founder: Group of Afghan Brothers
Scholar/s: Sheikh Wahidi

Language: Farsi and Dari

Activities: Regular Islamic events

Address: g Juna Dr. Malaga WA 6063
Contact: (08) 934707509
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Name: United Hazara Association
Established: 2010
Location: Gosnells
Type: Husainiyah in a house
Director/Founder: Group of Hazara Brothers
Scholar/s: Sheikh Irfani
Language: Farsi
Activities: Regular lectures and programs
Address: Gosnells, WA
Contact: 0400026443
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Name: Al-Zahra Australian Multicultural
Association in WA Inc.

Established: 2013

Location: Morley

Type: Community Centre

Director/Founder: Khairalla Chueeb

Scholar/s: Menshad Alsudani

Language: Arabic

Activities: Religious, educational and sport activities
Address: 10 Waratha Rd. Morley, WA

Contact: 0403626357

Email: amenshad@y7mail.com
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Name: Al-Tawheed Islamic Association of WA Inc.

Husainiyah Imam Hasan (a.s.)

Established: 1997

Location: Lakefarm Retreat, Ballajura

Type: Husainiyah

Directotr/Founder: Husain Alhusainy, Akeel Alboraich
Language: Arabic

Activities: Religious, educational and sport activities
Contact: 0403626357

Email: amenshad@y7mail.com
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Name: Western Australian Iraqi Community Inc.
Established: 2014

Location: Kenwick

Type: Islamic Youth Centre

Director/Founder: Abdulkareem Alkhyon
Scholar/s: Ali Almusawi

Language: English and Arabic

Activities: Islamic activities and youth recreation
Address: Kenwick & Brixton Rd, Kenwick, WA
Contact: 0433197352

Email: ahdubai@hotmail.com
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Photos

The following pages contain photos of many of the centres listed
in this Directory as well as notable personalities from within the
community. We have done our best to capture as much of the Shiah
Islamic Centres in Australia in this section.


























































































140 Wikel @ deadludt dusedl 5S1,L1 Juls Ve

since 2011

+ Ministerial Advisor for Settlement Services Advisory Council
since 2014

+ Member, Prime Minister’s Muslim Community Reference
Group, 2005-2006.

« President, Multicultural Eid Festival and Fair Consortium,
2003-2006; Member since 1988.

+ Chairman, Community Refugee Settlement.

Has been involved with inter-faith sessions between Muslim,
Christian and Jewish leaders.

Awards/recognition include:
» Centenary Medal, 2003.
» Award, Multicultural Eid Festival and Fair Consortium, 2003.
« Member of the Order of Australia AM 2010; For services to
the community, particularly through roles assisting refugees
and migrants.
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Biography of
Dr. Mohammed Taha Alsalami

« College of Veterinary Medicine - University of Baghdad - 1968.
« MA Microbiology University of Wales - 1976.

+ PhD. Australian National University - 198s.

» Senior Medical Scientist, Electron Microscopy Unit,
Department of Anatomical Pathology, Royal North Shore
Hospital, 1985-1997.

« Honorary Senior Medical Scientist, Liverpool Hospital.

+ Several publications, papers and contributions to conferences
mainly in the field of veterinary science.

+ Member, Australian Institute of Medical Scientists, 1987-1988.
» Member, Australian Society for Electron Microscopy.

» Current Director, Razi Medical and Courier Services.

» Co-Established, The Organisation of Human Rights in Iraq,

1985.

» Member, Al Zahra Muslim Association, 1988.

+ Co-Founder, Muslim Aid Australia, 1991, Life Member.

» Co-Formed Muslim Associations for the Sydney Iraqi
community, 1994; including the Iraqi Islamic Council of
Australia and the Australian United Shia Islamic Councils.

» Ministerial Advisor, Refugee Resettlement Advisory Council,
1997-2007.
» Ministerial Advisor, Immigration Detention Advisory Group,
2001-2009.
» Ministerial Advisor of Multicultural Business Advisory Panel
since 2011
» Ministerial Advisor of Muslim Advisory Reference Group
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The Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) Radio station receives temporary permits to be
allowed to broadcast on FM radio only during the holy month of
Ramadhan and in Muharram.

With all this I am full of hope and 1 am optimistic, but it is
necessary for all those who are active to come forward and
contribute in these important affairs, as the doors are still open
and many opportunities exist, and that is to revive the affairs of
Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) in every centre, every mosque and every Husainiyah.
The most important thing that would support this is to form a
large committee with active educated and religious members from
different backgrounds that will act as a management umbrella. This
establishment can encompass under it most if not all of our centres
and organisations to become a representative on their behalf in

defending their rights and fulfilling their requirements and needs.

Dr. Mohammad Taha Alsalami AM
Permanent Member of the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) World Assembly
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existence of the large Shi'ah community as a presence within the
greater Muslim community of Australia.

I would always say that it is incorrect to concentrate solely
on the presence of the Sunni Muslims by dealing only with their
management organisations. I would give them an example, saying
the same way as there is an Anglican church, where a large percentage
of Australian Christians are a part of, there is also a strong presence
of Catholic Christians in Australia.

I myself was so shocked when I came to find out that the
different organisations that had established themselves from a very
early period in Australia were all exclusively Sunni, and they were
therefore able to receive grants, funds and many privileges that were
all given to them from decades ago.

If one was to say Muslim, it meant Sunni Muslim only, because
the Shi’ah were also considered under their organisations that were
known by the government. In recent times if a Shi’ah scholar, as high
in knowledge as he may be, wanted to receive any legal document
of recognition, or to become a registered celebrant, it would have
to go through AFIC which is the only body representing Muslims.
In this federation there is not even one Sunni cleric, but it is the
only administrative organisation that exists and is recognised by
the government. They must accept the application and approve the
eligibility of the Shi’ah scholar for him to conduct legal marriages,
for example, and in many cases they reject them.

After the information we gave if we wanted to make a simple
comparison in the services given to the Islamic communities we
would see that the portion offered to the Shi’ah is close to zero or
one percent. In all of Australia there are over thirty private schools
run by Sunni Muslims, and the Shi’ah only have two. The Sunnis
have numerous permanent twenty four hours a day radio stations,
and the Shi’ah only have one, Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) Radio, that needs a

special device to listen to and is not on the known radio frequencies.
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positively and it led to decisions being made to have Australia get
involved with assisting Iraq, and it was also significant in changing
the views of the opposition parties. It even gave exposure to explain
the wrong stance Sunni Muslims had at the time regarding their
rejection of intervening in the situation in Iraq. We were able to
reach our voice, even though it was on an individual level and it
might not have any future continuation.

After the summit the Prime Minister formed a large committee
which was called the Muslim Community Reference Group
[MCRG], and it was made up of fourteen people, two of them Shi’a,
myself and another Lebanese brother. This committee continued to
meet for one complete year, and from it came the idea of preparing
a conference for Muslim Imams, and what they meant by the word
imam was imams of mosques and congregations. This pushed me
to act quickly to prepare a list of Shi’ah personalities who live in
Australia and could be introduced to participate in the conference. I
contacted numerous individuals in each state and was able to secure
the invitation of seventeen Shi’ah scholars to this large conference
that the government and media were heavily focused on in September
of 2006.?

Something worth noting that shows the change in dealing
with the Shi'ah community was the form that was prepared and
circulated to Islamic centres to invite individuals to the conference
of Australian Imams. In this form one of the questions was whether
the person was Sunni or Shi’ah. This itself was a great victory for the
Shi’ah community because of how we were always sidelined or were
compelled to fall under a Sunni Islamic organisation. The Shi’ah
had no voice on its own and in most cases, if not all cases, we were
forgotten, like what happened in the 2005 Muslim summit.

[ continued to try with my individual effort and personal

relations to introduce to the local, state and federal government the

2 I have an archive CD of this conference.
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trips to Canberra while I was an advisor to the Federal Minister
of Immigration and I had a meeting in the Parliament house
about affairs related to refugees. It was the sixth of August 2005
when I heard that there will be a very important conference where
representatives and personalities will be invited and at the forefront
of the gathering will be the Prime Minister himself. I knew with
certainty that from among the invitees there is nobody representing
the Shi’ah community, which is what led me to make an urgent
appointment with the Federal Governor-General at that time, Mr.
Philip Ruddock. I told him that the media is speaking of there being
plans for a Muslim summit, and there is not one Shi’ah Muslim
invited to it. He looked at me with surprise and then looked at his
papers and confirmed that it was correct. From among the fourteen
personalities whose names were given from different states, none of
them were Shi’ah Muslims. Of course, the government has to deal
with Islamic establishments and organisations that existed in reality,
and at that time the only Islamic council body that existed was AFIC,
which naturally did not have any Shi’ah members. Mr. Ruddick
said that it was very late and there was only two weeks left for the
summit, and we need to act very quickly. We had to present names
of Shi’ah personalities from different states, and we gave fifteen
names, but because the participants were already chosen and places
were limited only two people from our list were chosen to attend.
It was myself and Hajj Hasan Bazzi from Al-Zahraa (a.s.) Islamic
Association. The summit took place as planned on 24" August in
2005, and it was an exceptionally important day, where media and
all the television channels covered the event inside the Parliament
House, with the presence of the Prime Minister and other federal
ministers and officials. The Shi’ah representatives actively engaged
in sharing comments with the Prime Minister about the systematic
terrorism that is occurring in Muslim countries, and in particular
the sad situation of Iraq at that time. These discussions continued
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by establishing a Muslim federation, which came to be called AFIC
[Australian Federation of Islamic Councils]. This Islamic federation
was formed over fifty years ago and has played an active role in the
interests of the Sunni Muslims in Australia, and it works through
an organised legal mechanism, which is done by a management
committee that is elected every two years. All its committee members
are educated people, or university graduates, businessmen and so
on, and the federation became the major umbrella for other council
branches spread out in all other states in Australia.

As for us, the Shi’ah Islamic community, we do not have such
an organisation nor do we have anything that resembles it, or less
than it. Of course, one must not assume that attempts have not
been made towards this, but rather some have tried to create such
an organisation, but they all unfortunately opposed or rejected by
certain groups or individuals for this or that reason. The natural
result of this disunity is the loss of our befitting status in Australia as
a large community that reaches more than eighty thousand people,
but it does not have any council or committee that represents them
that the government or the society knows of, like what exists for
other communities.

The severity of this case can be further explained with sharing a
bitter experience I lived through a few years ago. It was the London
terrorist attack in July of 2005 where over fifty innocent people were
killed and hundreds injured. The global and local media announced
that it was Islamic terrorism that was responsible for the bombings,
and this title became a chorus slogan everyone repeated even though
they did not know its meaning, and they knew nothing of terrorism
except ‘Islamic’!

This incident is what led Mr. John Howard, the Prime
Minister at the time, to consult in having a Muslim Conference
with the participation of distinguishable individuals from the
Muslim community in Australia. [ heard of this in one of my
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we have one united voice? Or why don’t we have an organisation
that manages the affairs of the Shi’ah in Australia? It could offer
assistance in what the Shi’ah community needs, or give advice and
guidance in legal and social matters, like opening a school, starting
a mosque or a centre, or solving a legal problem, and so on?!

It is obvious that every community has issues, concerns and needs
particular to them, whether in their specific or general requirements,
or in their relations with the local and federal government. Some
members of our community have involved themselves in certain
activities with the government, or in elections and government
politics. However, none of this was done under a particular
name in representing the Shi’ah community, like what most
other communities have, whether Muslim or non-Muslim. Most
communities have a head organisation where all other organisations
fall under it, and it works as the face for all communication with the
government, the media and with other communities.

There are many living examples that we can give for this, and
it’s good to stop here and share the following example that shows a
successful practical experience here in Australia.

Since the 1970s the Muslim community which at that time was
predominantly Sunni as small as their number was they were known
to be well organised and systematic in their work, regardless of their
great differences. A lecture was delivered in Al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque
over twenty years ago that supports this statement. The lecturer was
Dr. Ali al-Kittani who was from Morocco and was a specialist in the
study of Muslim communities in the West. In his talk he said:

The Islamic community is not able to gain its rights
or acquire its independent personality due to being
a minority, except with serious work and in being
represented.

The important point here is that it was Dr. al-Kittani himself that had
advised the Sunni community in Australia to organise their affairs
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moved to Melbourne and established a similar program there,
calling it Imdm al-Mahdi (a.s.) Forum.

Islamic activities and the life of Muslims in Australia, especially
in Sydney underwent another change that represents a new chapter
in the life of Shi’ah Muslims in this country. This started with the
migration specifically of Iraqis to different cities in Australia, fleeing
the Gulf War and the oppression of Saddam Hussein.

With the new flux of Iraqi refugees there was a noticeable increase
in the religious programs and establishing of different Islamic
centres. There were many more religious lectures, prayer programs
and Majalis all around Sydney and in many other cities around
Australia. Centres carrying Shi’ah titles were now commonly heard,
like Ahlul Bayt Centre, Musalla Imam Sajjad (a.s.), and Imam Ali
Centre in Melbourne. This became a new milestone in the history of
Islam and the Shi’ah faith and its growth in Australia.

Of course, with the increase of Shi'ah centres which were
either mosques, or Musallas or Husainiyahs, there was an increase
of programs with more lecturers, more scholars, reciters, poets,
educated people, doctors, engineers, businessmen, people of
different occupations all expanding and forming the new Shi'ah
community of Australia. The number of Shi’ah Muslims came to
exceed 80 thousand people, not only from Arab background but
all other backgrounds who were equally active and participant in
religious programs. The increasing amount of Shi’ah Muslims who
come from a variety of different backgrounds can vibrantly be seen
in the ‘Ashura’ Procession in the Sydney City proudly initiated by
Sheikh Muhammad Husain al-Ansari. This procession is repeated
yearly on the Tenth of Muharram, where thousands of the followers
of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) participate in the City Centre in remembrance
of Imam Husain (a.s.), and other cities in Australia have similar
processions.

A question might come to the mind of some, asking why don’t
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Quran, then we would start with the chosen topic of the week and
discuss it with everyone contributing and sharing their views and
research findings. This would then lead us to general discussions
about the situation of our Muslim countries in Lebanon, Iraq and
Iran, and also local issues, the host for that week would complement
the gathering with serving food and refreshments.

Some of the main members of this forum were:
1. Hajj Farid Rida (Aba Noor)
2. Hajj ‘Aqil Ahmad Alsharif

3. Hajj Salim Medlej — our Quran reciter
4. The late Hajj Muhammad Dirani

5. Hajj Ali Dirani

6. Hajj Husain Dirani

7. Dr. Muhammad Taha Alsalami

8. Hajj Riyadh al-Fou’ani

9. Hajj Salah Hammoud

10. Seyid Housam Shekara

11. Hajj Khalil Bazzi

12. Hajj As’ad Husain

13. Hajj Hasan Mousa

14. Hajj Khalil Hasan
The Imam al-S$adiq (a.s.) Forum continued for many years, and we all
felt how it had progressively influenced our lives and matured our
ideological thoughts. It allowed us to experience another successful
program and it filled a great gap in our small community, while
creating strong ties between us and a good network among families.

We had other members transfer the fruitful benefits of the forum
to other cities, especially when an early member, Hajj ‘Aqil Alsharif
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locations, and ‘Ashiira’ Day would have the peak of attendance
where everyone would gather to show their grief and sorrow. In
the late 1980s and early gos the large crowds had reached up to five
thousand people, which brought the attention of the local officials
who recorded this day in the local papers as a ‘sacred day and a very
important religious event for the Shi’ah Muslims’.

A final comment on this topic related to Islamic propagation
and activities in Sydney. I would like to share something that
reveals the extent of the attachment to the remembrance of Imam
Husain (a.s.) and upholding Majalis for Imam Husain (a.s.). In one
particular Muharram the Khatib was not able to come to Sydney
due to difficulties related to his entrance visa, but this still did not
prevent the community from having Majalis for Imam Husain (a.s.).
Hundreds of the Lebanese Shi’ah sat attentively listening to video
recordings of a Majlis throughout the nights of Muharram, along
with the reciting of a local brother who had a soft passionate voice.

Another example of an important Islamic activity for Shi’ah
Muslims in Sydney that we were involved in was the Imam al-Sadiq
Forum (radwah). We lived such enjoyable and beautiful moments
where we benefitted so much from these sessions of sharing thoughts
and ideas about Ahlul Bayt (a.s.), which was the primary purpose
of this forum. In this gathering the believers would contribute
according to their ability and each person would prepare something
relevant and share it with the rest of the participants. This was in
line with our attendance at al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque, but it was a way
to increase our scientific religious knowledge that we all felt a dire
need of. We would discuss issues like theology, history, Figh, the
Quran and anything relevant to our daily lives as Muslims in the
West. The Imam al-Sidiq (a.s.) Forum started in the year 1987, and
it was a weekly program every Friday night, where we would rotate
the location of our gatherings around the houses of each participant
each week. The program would start with recitation of the holy
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well. This was when 1 became acquainted with some brothers who
were from Pakistan, India and Burma. I found out they had Majalis,
but not in Arabic, and they also had other programs like reciting
Hadith al-Kisa’, eulogies, and so on. They were small in number,
but they eagerly attended, where even the women would participate
in the rituals behind a curtain.

This new encounter opened an avenue for me to expand my
participation in the programs that I dearly loved and in attending
Majilis, or supplications, or Hadith al-Kisa’, even though as I had
said the base of my activities was al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque, and it
continued in this way for many years.

Something that had a strong impact in the Islamic movement
towards the greater best and brought about a vibrant life in the
community was the inviting of reciters for the Majilis. It made
people more active in wanting to participate, and it brought closer
our memories of how we used to live in our Shi’ah communities
back home. The lecturer and reciter, or the Khatib, would be a motive
for us to strengthen our participation in the programs of ‘Ashira’
and sad mourning nights of Muharram in Sydney. Numerous
Kbhatibs would visit al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque for the first ten days of
Muharram, like the late Seyid Kazim al-Qazwini, Seyid ‘Amir al-
Hila Seyid Muhsin al-Tabrizi, Seyid Murtada al-*Amili, and more.

As extremely small of a group we the Iraqis were, we felt so pleased
and actively alive when a Khatib from our own background would
visit us from far away, and we would honourably invite them to our
houses to bless us all.

Everyone lived with the attraction of Muharram, the special
atmosphere of its nights and the enchanting remembrance of Imam
Husain (a.s.), the Qiblah of those who love. Once Muharram arrived
al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque would change into a capital gathering point,
where people would come from everywhere, most of them Lebanese.
People will visit the Mosque with their families, coming from distant
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intrigued by what she did and were very happy to eat exceptionally
delicious Iraqi food.

What I persistently aimed at doing was that I wanted to transfer
religious practices, the rituals of Imam Husain (a.s.)) and other
important values that represent our Shi’ah heritage to my young
children at that time. I had felt a great danger at that time, which was
the likelihood of them departing away from the heritage we believed
in and grew up with in our Islamic countries.

It was late 1984 when I moved to Sydney and I realised how
much of a difference it was to how we were in not having any Shi’ah
Muslims to communicate with. The first place we lived in was an
apartment owned by my dear brother Hajj Salah Hammoud, who
was from South Lebanon. I knew of him to be a noble person and
he was outstandingly known at that time as one who supported and
defended the Shi’ah of the world, especially the Shi’ah of Iraq, which
1s what made me strengthen my relationship with him. Through him
I got to know many other Shi’ah families from Lebanon, whether
from the south, the north, or from Baalbek, and this was a mercy
for me and my family who were deprived for over five years of being
among a Shi’ah community that we could live with.

This is how we lived our first days in Sydney, having al-Zahraa
(a.s.) Mosque as the base that many people frequented to. I would
take my whole family to visit the mosque at least once a week, but
in Muharram we would go there every day. After a while and with
there being no other mosque I was able to visit I tried to bring back
how I used to live in my hometown in Iraq with having Majalis. I
realised that the Majalis would finish in the Lebanese community
and in al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque on the tenth of Muharram, whereas
in Iraq they would continue until the Arba“in, being the 20 of the
month of Safar. I searched for a way to compensate this difference,
and it wasn’t long until I came to know that there was a group that
conducted programs during this time, and outside of this season as
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that time. Dr. Masood moved to Melbourne and became one of the
founders of a Shi’ah organisation by the name of Panjtan Society.

After one year of residing in Brisbane I had to relocate to
Canberra, the Australian Capital, in order to complete my PhD
studies, where 1 stayed there for another four years. I finished the
requirements for the PhD degree with all the different obstacles and
problems surrounding me, from the research side to the financial
side. I also had severe political problems, because of the spy cell
formed by the Saddam Hussein Embassy in Canberra. With all the
precautions I took I still went through a very difficult experience
when I was imprisoned and tortured when I returned to Iraq for
what I had assumed to be a short trip in August of 1980, even though
I was not affiliated to any religious or political party. It was only
because I adhered to the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) School of Thought and
because of my ties with Lebanese Shi’ah believers.

Coming back to what is related to Islamic work, there wasn’t a big
difference between the Australian Capital Canberra and Brisbane as
far as there not being any Shi’ah Muslims except for a few from the
Indian and Pakistani origin whom I would meet in the University
only. This did not stop me from upholding programs in different
occasions in the birthdays or death anniversaries of the Imams
(a.s.) privately and quietly by myself and with my family members
at home. In the sacred month of Muharram, during the first ten
days, and in particular on ‘Ashiira’ I would put cassette recordings
of different Iraqi lecturers and reciters in order for us to relive the
atmosphere we had in Iraq when visiting the Master of martyrs
Imam Husain (a.s.). My late wife Um Ali (may Almighty Allah have
mercy on her soul) had a large role in these events and contributed in
different ways. She would cook rice and the Iraqi dish Qeemah which
1s commonly cooked during this season, and she would distribute it
to the neighbours in our complex who were University students of
different backgrounds. None of them were Muslim, but they were
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Speaking about the first Majlis for Imam Husain (a.s.) held by
the Lebanese community in Sydney leads us to the first Majlis held
by the Iraqi Shi’ah community, or at least in the way Iraqis were
accustomed to. Like, having it in a tent, because of how it reminds
us of the atmosphere of the tragedy of Karbala. It was in the year
1989 when the first Iraqi style Majlis for Imam Husain (a.s.) was held
in the backyard of my house, after erecting a tent in the yard where
the Majlis was held. The person who installed the tent was not Iraqi,
he was a local, and I still remember paying him a fee of $150.

After preparing the tent I invited people for the Majlis of Imam
Husain (a.s.), with the title of it being held by Mawkib Ansar al-
Husain (a.s.). The reciter of the Majlis was Seyid ‘Amir al-Hilu and a
large amount of Iraqi and Lebanese brothers attended the program,
finishing with distribution of food to the participants.

I would like to add my personal experience in the Shi’ah
community that is relevant to the general growth of the Islamic
work in Australia, seeing that I was aware of its details and a part of
the activities. They are indeed memories I proudly honour and keep
close to my heart, and with reflecting on these events others might
benefit from them, as small as they may be. | will focus on briefly
mentioning things that would be of value to the dear reader and
those interested in this subject.

When I stepped foot on the Australian continent in 1979 for the
purpose of pursuing my studies as a PhD researcher the first city
I resided in was Brisbane, Queensland. At the time there was no
other Shi’ah Muslim I knew of in Brisbane except for another PhD
student in mechanical engineering by the name of Masood, who
was of Indian origin. I would invite him to have discussions with
him about Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) and their miracles and virtues, and we
would also speak about other religious matters. We discussed issues
happening around the Shi’ah world, and about Iraq, and especially

about Iran and its victorious Islamic revolution that occurred at



Yoo Directory of Shiah Islamic Centres in Australia 155

known for his dilligent work in serving the wider community, for
his humbleness and for being a fatherly figure for all. After he came
Seyid Hashim Nasrullah as the Imam of al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque and
leads the congregation until today. The mosque also upheld other
different religious rituals, like Majalis programs during Muharram,
or Ramadhan programs, and so on. To this day al-Zahraa Islamic
Association has continued to serve the Muslim community in
different ways. Among its accomplishments is establishing of Imam
al-Mahdi Scouts’ Club, which was the first Islamic Scouts group
in Australia, along with the Voice of Faith Radio Station, which
broadcasted for many years.

By the grace of Almighty Allah, al-Zahraa Islamic College was
also established, and it was the first school in Australia affiliated
to the followers of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.). Another accomplishment that
solved a great problem of Shi’ah Muslims was the founding of the al-
Zahraa Mughtasal — the first washroom for the dead of the followers
of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.).

It is important to mention here that the Majalis of Imam Husain
(a.s.) and its revival within the society played a fundamental role
among the Shi'ah, as they were in dire need for these rituals and
for upholding them. Looking at the history of the beginning of the
Majalis of Imam Husain (a.s.) in Sydney, the first Majlis Husaini
or Ashura program in the early 1970s was held by three people, Dr.
Ahmad Hammoud, Hajj Salah Hammoud and Hajj Khalil Sa’b,
in his house in Arncliffe. The way the Majalis were conducted was
by listening to a cassette tape sent to them from Lebanon by Dr.
Ahmad’s late father, Hajj Abdul-Majid Hammoud, where they would
listen to the sermons of the late Sheikh Abdul-Wahhab al-Kashi.

This became the first foundation for upholding this important
ritual in the Islamic community in Sydney, transforming the Majlis
of Imam Husain (a.s.) into a regular routine throughout the year

and spreading to all cities around Australia.
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Uzmi Seyyid Abu al-Qisim al-Khid’i continued until it got to a
stage where Seyid al-Khu’1 suggested the idea of establishing a Shi’ah
Islamic Association that will become a base for the activities of the
followers of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) that are from Lebanon [Refer to Index
2].

From here much progress was made, where an active member
Hajj Hasan Bazzi mentions that at this time during the early 1970s,
and based on the recommendation given by Ayatullah al-Uzmi
Seyyid Abi al-Qasim al-Khi'i, al-Zahraa (a.s.) Islamic Association
was established for the purpose of upholding the religion of Islam
in Australia. The Association advanced and the foundations of
building al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque, with the efforts of the Lebanese
Shr’ah brothers, along with the great support and work of the
eminent scholar and pioneer of al-Minbar al-Husaini in Australia
the late Seyid Muhammad Kazim al-Qazwini (may Allah elevate
his soul). It was the late Seyid Muhammad Kizim al-Qazwini who
encouraged the believers here to commence this project and he
also supported the project financially with the help of generous
sponsors from Kuwait. We must acknowledge the important role
of our dear brother Hajj Salah Hammoud who played a major role
in coordinating and organising the project of building al-Zahraa
(a.s.) Mosque. The mosque was completed and its building stood
out from among the surrounding buildings and it became the first
mosque where Allah, His Messenger and the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) were
to be remembered. Al-Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque commenced its activities
under the auspicious guide of the late Sheikh Fahad al-Amili [1945-
2005]. It is noteworthy to mention that Sheikh Fahad was the first
Shi‘i scholar to migrate to Australia in official representation,
and he is indeed a fundamental part of the history of the Shi‘ah
community in Australia. He participated in the building of al-
Zahraa (a.s.) Mosque and was its first Imam. He also founded and
supervised Al-Jaafaria Shia Islamic Centre. Sheikh Fahad was well
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crucial beginning for the serious work of the Shi’ah community,
even though the foundations of this work was in a mosque that’s
environment was not exclusive to the Shr’ah.

I would like to share something that happened with Dr. Ahmad
Hammoud when he got into a heated discussion between himself
and another brother by the name of [the late] Abu Hani Hammoud.
It was in the year 1974, and it was about the book written by Sheikh
al-Tustari called Qada’ Amir al-Mu’minin (the Arbitrations of the
Commander of the faithful (a.s.)). The discussion was on something
written in this book about Imam Ali (a.s.) being able to bring the
dead back to life, and whether or not he was able to do so. The
discussion about this question did not reach any conclusion, which
led Dr. Hammoud to write a letter and send it to the Grand Marja’
of the Shi’ah world at that time, Ayatullah al-Uzma Seyyid Abi al-
Qasim al-Khi’1 [1899-1992] (may Allah sanctify his soul). The letter
asked him about whether Imam Ali (a.s.) was able to bring the dead
back to life, and the answer came as follows:

In His Sublime Name,
There is nothing wrong with what you have
mentioned after the unanimous agreement of the
Shi’ah that Ali (a.s.) is better than Jesus (a.s.), and
the Quran quotes that it occurred for Jesus (a.s.).
And Allah knows best.
al-Kho't
It is from here that we adopt the decisive view that the Messenger
of Allah (a:s.) and the Infallible Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) were endowed with
such authority to do so. This power given to them has been termed
as the Generative Authority (wildyah takwiniyah), which has also
been acknowledged by our divine scholars of the past and present.
The correspondence between Dr. Hammoud and Ayatullah al-

1 We have attached a scanned copy of the fatwa.
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Introduction

Dr. M.T.H. Alsalami AM

The idea of compiling a directory for Shi’ah Islamic Centres and
their activities has been on my mind for a long time. I had always
wanted to find an opportunity to write a research paper about the
establishments and activities of Shi’ah Muslims in Australia, but due
to so many other preoccupations and constraints [ was not able to.
It was for this reason that I delegated the important task to my dear
brother Hajj Saad Hadi Alsalami to gather data of Islamic Shi’ah
centres, with the assistance of my daughter Hajjah Hajir Alsalami,
both to whom I am thankful.

We were totally neutral in writing the information given by each
organisation and allowed every centre to introduce themselves in the
way they wanted to, along with any documents or pictures. This is
why the dear reader might come across organisations that have more
descriptions than others, and there are some with no information,
as they did not want to participate in this written survey of the
activities of Islamic Shi’ah centres in Australia.

When we want to speak about the idea of founding Islamic Shi’ah
organisations and the motives their founders had in establishing
these centres, it is imperative to first discuss the history of the
Imam Ali (a.s.) mosque in Lakemba, Sydney. Those who oversaw
the founding of this mosque and the majority of its members
were from the Sunni Lebanese community, and there were active
Shi’ah Lebanese members who were also a part of its establishment
and frequented this mosque. At that time there was no sensitivity
between them, in such a way that one of our brothers, Dr. Ahmad
Abdulmajid Hammoud (he had not yet graduated from his PhD
at that time) was selected to be the Association’s secretary for the
mosque. This was in the early 1970s, and this event became the
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Glossary of Terms

Mosque: A mosque (Arabic Masjid, pl. Mas3jid) which literally
means “place of prostration (in prayer),” is a place of worship for
the followers of Islam. It is placed as a charitable endowment (waqf),
and there are certain religious rulings pertaining to it.

Centre: This term is used if the establishment has not made
the specific intention of having it as a charitable endowment,
however it is used in the same means as a Mosque, but without the
particular rulings.

Husainiyah: Also known as an “Imambargih” it is a congregation
hall for the Shi‘ah to commemorate rituals related to the noble
progeny of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.). The name comes from the
third Shi‘ah Imim, Husain (a.s.), who was the grandson of the
Prophet of Islam (s.a.w.) and was tragically martyred in Karbala. A
Husainiyah is different to a Mosque or a Centre in that it might
not hold other regular religious activities, like Friday Prayer, etc.

Abbreviations

(s.aw.): Salla Allah ‘alaihi wa aalih. Praise of God be upon him
and his progeny.

(a.s.): ‘Alaihi/’alaiha/alaihim assalam. Peace be upon him/her/
them.
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for different reasons, in particular for the sake of not wanting to
offend anyone who may not accept for their photo to be publicised.
However, in saying this, there may be some photos of particular
Islamic leaders which have been used for the purpose of necessity. A
final thanks to all centres, scholars, leaders, preachers, reciters, and
poets for their love and dedication to the Shi’ah Islamic faith.

Dr. Mohammed Taha Alsalami AM
13 Rajab al-Murajjab 1436 AH
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for this directory. Although we do not claim perfection, we can
confidently say that this directory covers an overwhelming majority
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of images. They have been randomly selected, and we appologise
if there are centres missing in the collection. We have tried to stay
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- Qom [representative of Grand Ayatullah Seyid Sistani); His
Eminence Seyid Riyadh al-Hakim - Qom [representative of Grand
Ayatullah Seyid Hakim]; His Eminence Sheikh Riyadh al-Asadi -
Qom; Dr. Ahmad Hammoud - Sydney, and Hajj Saad Alsalami -
Sydney. By the Grace of the Almighty we have published all of these
reports in the Second Edition - in Arabic.

Final note: Some requests were made to change or add information
to some of the centres, but because no information was given to
us we kept it as it was. [ still humbly request cooperation from all
centres to make future editions more accurate and free from any
errors.
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Preface to Second Edition

Praise be to the Lord of the worlds for His granting success and
supporting the actions of the believers; and greetings and salutations
be upon him who was sent as a mercy unto mankind - Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w.); along with his noble and pure progeny.

It was an honour for myself and for everyone else who contributed
to the First Edition of this directory, as we all know that with the
countless benefits of authoring such work, there are many difficulties
and obstacles.

I would like to thank all of the believers from the various states of
Australia who gave their feedback on the Directory of Shia Centres in
Australia, praising it, or criticising aspects of it, such as insufficient
or incorrect information in some of the centres. During the
compilation and writing of this directory, I continuously requested
all of my brethren to update me with comprehensive information,
and to offer their constructive suggestions, but in most cases I
did not get the cooperation needed, due to the mu’mineen being
occupied with so many duties.

In any case, we have tried within our capacity to cater for these
in this Second Edition and update the necessary information, along
with adding some centres. I apologise again for any shortcomings
that might have unintentionally occurred in the First Edition.

I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to those who
wrote a letter or an exclusive report for the Second Edition, offering
their important guidance and honest advice. In particular I must
acknowledge: Ayatullah Sheikh Hasan al-Jawaheri - Najaf; Ayatullah
Seyid Adil Alawi - Qom; His Eminence Seyid Jawad Shahristani
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